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DRIEHAUS, DAVIS ENCOURAGE SOUTHWEST TO CONSIDER SERVICE TO THE
CINCINNATI/NORTHERN KENTUCKY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

  

Washington, DC—Representatives Steve Driehaus (D-OH) and Geoff Davis (R-KY) have
encouraged Southwest Airlines to consider expanding service to the Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport (CVG) in light of Southwest's recently announced merger with
AirTran. In a letter to Southwest Airlines Chairman of the Board and CEO
Gary Kelly, Reps. Driehaus and Davis underscored the potential benefits of a Southwest
presence at CVG. 

  

“Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport would be a great fit for Southwest Airlines. C
VG's modern facilities could readily support Southwest’s expansion.
Southwest's service at CVG would encourage competition to drive down costs and provide new
options for our business community and travelers coming from greater Cincinnati,” said Rep
Driehaus.

  

“CVG is a major economic engine for our region,” said Davis. “Expanded service through a
carrier like Southwest Airlines would benefit the traveling public, the local business community
and the potential for additional economic development.”

  

Full text of lawmakers’ letter follows.

  

Mr. Gary Kelly

  

Southwest Airlines
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2702 Love Field Drive

  

Dallas, TX 75235

  

  

Dear Mr. Kelly:

  

In light of the recent news that Southwest Airlines will acquire AirTran, we respectfully request
that you consider operating out of the Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG).
Simply put, the introduction of Southwest Airlines’ operations at CVG would allow your company
to capitalize on ever-growing market demand and critically sought operational efficiency. 

  

Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport lies at the center of a statistical metropolitan
area of 2.2 million people based upon the 2000 Decennial Census. Specifically, CVG has a
catchment area that encompasses more than 3.5 million people within one hour drive and 9.5
million within a two hour drive and the demand for service currently exceeds current capacity.
Southwest’s presence at CVG would increase competition, would encourage travel to and from
the area’s business community, which boasts several Fortune 500 companies. Furthermore,
new Southwest flights would allow more passengers to fly out of CVG rather than drive up to
two hours to fly out of Columbus, Dayton, Indianapolis, or Louisville. 

  

Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport offers Southwest Airlines the potential to
reach higher levels of operational efficiency. CVG is one of seven airports within the United
States that is capable of landing three aircraft simultaneously. Southwest could easily take
advantage of the number of unassigned gates, the availability of several arrival and departure
times, and other facility amenities while operating out of CVG. The airfield boasts three parallel
north/south runways (8,000; 10,000; and 11,000 feet) and one cross-wind runway (12,000 feet).
Moreover, the experienced air traffic control operation utilizes the most state-of-the-art system
which ensures safety and effective communication. 

  

As Southwest Airlines continues to grow we ask that you consider becoming part of our

 2 / 3



Driehaus, Davis Encourage Southwest to Consider Service to the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport
Thursday, 30 September 2010 14:13

Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky community. Thank you very much for your time. Please feel
free to contact us at any time should you require additional information, would like to tour the
facility, or would want to meet with the airport’s leadership. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

 

  

Steve Driehaus

  

Member of Congress

  

  

Geoff Davis

  

Member of Congress

  

###
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